178

THE HOLY KOMAN EMPIRE.

Victory cf

tbeLombard

League.

* Quanta s:t polentia vel laus Friderici
Cum sit patens omnibus, non est opus dlci;
Qui rebelles lancea fodiens ultrlci
Reprsesentat Karolum dextera victrici.'

The diet at Roncaglia was a chorus of gratulations over
the re-establishment of order by the destruction of the
dens of unruly burghers.

This fair sky was soon clouded. From her quenchless
ashes uprose Milan; Cremona, scorning old jealousies,
aelped to rebuild what she had destroyed, and the con-
federates, committed to an all but hopeless strife, clung
faithfully together till on the field of Legnano the Empire's
banner went down before the carroccio8 of the free city.
Times were changed since Aistulf and Desiderius trem-
bled at the distant tramp of the Prankish hosts. A new
nation had arisen, slowly reared through suffering into
strength, now at last by heroic deeds conscious of itself.
The power of Charles had overleaped boundaries of
nature and language that were too strong for his suc-
cessor, and that grew henceforth ever firmer, till they
made the Empire itself a delusive name. Frederick,
though harsh in war, and now balked of his most che-
rished hopes, could honestly accept a state of things it
was beyond his power to change: he signed cheerfully
and kept dutifully the peace of Constance, which left him
little but a titular supremacy over the Lombard towns.

At home no Emperor since Henry III had been so
much respected and so generally prosperous. Uniting in
his person the Saxon and Swabian families, he healed
the long feud of Welf and Waiblingen: his prelates were
faithful to him, even against Rome: no turbulent rebel

* The carroccio was a waggon served the Lombards for a rallying-
! with % flagstaff planted on it, which point in battle*
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